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the Comte Adhemar de Mirbel. I thank God that it did not occur
to him to pay the Baillauds a visit, and that he still believes in the
reputation you have gained for taming difficult boys and, as he
puts it, of using an iron hand with them. Unlike him, I did not
stand upon ceremony. It is not easy for me to be on calling-
terms with the family of a retired chemist whose forbears were
my forbears' servants. Nevertheless, I did not hesitate to get into
touch v^ith them, and any effort it may have cost me has been
amply rewarded by the knowledge I have gained of the kind of
man I am dealing with, and by the certainty I now possess that I
can have complete confidence in you. . ..

... It is essential that I should tell you certain things which will
help you to get a clear picture of my unfortunate son. In the first
place, you should know that his love for me is very much more
violent than that which a boy of his age usually feels for his
mother.... Jean is convinced that I do not return his affection.
He believes that I judge him in the light of his uncle's attitude. To
be perfectly frank, he has some reason for so thfn.1d.ng, since it
must look as though I were abandoning him without a struggle
and handing him over to the tender mercies of a butcher! I trust
that you will forgive my choice of phrase. When you have seen
the Count you will understand what I mean.

And at this point, I think, I must make a rather painful con-
fession. I do so with the greater readiness because I realize that I
am addressing a priest, a man, in other words, long trained in the
duty of forgiveness. I am powerless where my brother-in-law is
concerned, partly because by the Will of my husband he was
given complete charge of my son, but chiefly because he has a
hold over me. My husband, during his last illness, put into
Adhemar's hands certain documents which are terribly damaging
to me in more ways than one. I will not go so far as to say that I
was ever a "guilty" wife. In whatever I have done my conscience
has been clear. I have but exercised my rights as a woman. Im-
prudent, incapable of deceit or calculation, I may have been. It
would have beeix easy for me to trick my husband, and it is only
fair to myself to say that I should have had every excuse for doing